CHAPTER VII..CRIME AND DELINQUENCY*

CONSPECTUS

Page Page

SecTioN 1. CaNADIAN CRIMINAL LAW AND SeEcTION 4. CRIME aAND DELINQUENCY
PROCEDURE.........coovvininienn, 290 IN NEWFOUNDLAND................ 315
Section 2. ApurT OFFENDERS AND CON- SecrioN 5. Pouice Forces. . ......... . 316

VICTIONS .\ iivvinrennninnn s 292 Subsection 1. Royal Canadian Mounted
Subsection 1. Adults Convicted of In- olice..........ooiiii i 316
dlctal?le Offences.........ooovvnn., 292 Subsection 2. Provincial Police Forces. 318
Sublsgq)fioriv 2 )Young Adult Offenders 209 Subsection 3. Municipal Police Statistics 319

( Ty LRALS) e - - I k SECTION 6. PENITENTIARIES AND REFORM-
Subsection 3. Convictions for Non- ATORIES. « v v et vveeeee e e 322
5 ‘];’dlc:,s‘bli Ofencels """""""" 382 Subsection 1. Penitentiaries.......... 323

HDSCOMOT ey LADPERNS v it £ 3 2 S 6 ¢ Subsection 2. Reformatories and Train-
SecrioN 3. JUVENILE DELINQUENTS. . ... 307 ing Schools....................... 325

Note.—The interpretation of the symbols used in the tables throughout the Year Book
will be found facing p. 1 of this volume.

Section 1.—Canadian Criminal Law and Proceduret

The system under which justice is administered in a State is never rigid. This
is neither expedient nor indeed possible. A judicial system must grow and adapt
itself to the requirements of the people, and the exact limits of the powers of the
different legislative bodies require continued definition by the courts.

The exclusive legislative authority of the Parliament of Canada extends to
criminal law throughout Canada. This law is based on the common law of England,
built up through the ages and consisting first of customs and usages and later of
principles enunciated by generations of judges and introduced into Canada, as
regards criminal law, by Royal Proclamation in 1763. For particulars of the Federal
judiciaries see Chapter II, pp. 61-63.

The judicial systems of the provinces as they exist to-day are based upon the
British North America Act of 1867. Secetion 91 provides that ‘“the exclusive legis-
lative authority of the Parliament of Canada extends to . . . the criminal law, except
the constitution of courts of criminal jurisdiction, but including the procedure in
criminal matters” In each province (Sect. 92, ss. 14), the legislature may, exclus-
ively, make laws in relation to ‘“the administration of justice in the province,
including the constitution, maintenance and organization of provineial courts, both
of civil and of eriminal jurisdiction and including procedure in civil matters in those
courts” The Parliament of Canada may, however (Sect. 101), establish any addi-
tional courts for the better administration of the laws of Canada. For further
details of the provincial judiciaries see Year Book 1951, pp. 76-83.

i

It is frequently difficult to distinguish between “law” and “procedurc”  Pro-
cedure may be interpreted to relate simply to the organic working of the courts,
but in a wider sense it may also affect the rights or alter the legal relations arising
out of any given set of facts.

* Except as otherwise credited, this Chapter has been revised in the Judicial Section, Health and
Welfare Division, Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

t Revised by F. P. Varcoe, Deputy Minister, Department of Justice, Ottawa.
290



